
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

IN THE 

SUPREME COURT 

OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

 

 

IN RE THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS  

 SUPREME COURT RULE 53 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2018-ADM-0002-RUL 

 

 

ORDER  

 

¶ 1  On January 23, 2018, the attached proposed Northern Mariana Islands Supreme Court Rule 53 

was submitted to the Nineteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature for approval.  Sixty (60) 

days have elapsed since submission and neither house of the Legislature has disapproved of the proposed 

rules. 

¶2  IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Northern Mariana Islands Supreme Court Rule 53, attached 

as Exhibit A, is adopted as permanent pursuant to Article 4, § 9 of the NMI Constitution.  Rule 53 became 

effective on March 26, 2018; and the former Rule 18 of Northern Mariana Islands Rules of Practice, 

which took effect on January 19, 2005, is hereby replaced by Rule 53. 

 

 SO ORDERED this 17th day of April, 2018. 

 

 

/s/    

ALEXANDRO C. CASTRO 

Chief Justice 

 

 

/s/   

JOHN A. MANGLONA 

Associate Justice 

 

 

/s/   

PERRY B. INOS 

Associate Justice 
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Exhibit A 

 

Rule 53.  PHOTOGRAPHING; RECORDING; BROADCASTING  

 

(a) Photographing, Recording, Broadcasting, and Webcasting Prohibited. Except as provided in 

subsection (b) of this rule, proceedings in this Court and the Superior Court may not be 

photographed, recorded, broadcasted, or webcasted.   

 

(b) Exceptions. 

 

(1) Voice Recording by Court Reporters Permitted. Official court reporters are 

permitted to make voice recordings for the sole purpose of discharging their official 

duties.  

 

(2) Photographing, Recording, Broadcasting, Webcasting, and Archiving Permitted 

by the Court and Superior Court. As public service, the Court and the Superior 

Court are permitted to photograph, record, broadcast, webcast, and archive trial and 

appellate court proceedings in accordance with the policies and procedures of this 

Court. This rule is not intended to provide an official record of proceedings. Webcast 

or broadcast may not be re-published in any manner by any person, in whole or in 

part, without the prior express written permission of the Court. 
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RULES OF PRACTICE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMONWEALTH SUPERIOR COURT 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE JANUARY 19, 2005 
 
 



CLERK 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

[N R E  THE MATTER OF ) GENERAL ORDER NO. 2000-100 

COURTROOM ATTIRE. 
i 
) O R D E R  
1 

Effective July 25,2000 all attorneys and their staffappearing before the Commonwealth Supreme 

Zourt in Saipan, Tinian, or Rota must be appropriately groomed and dressed in business attire. Following 

ire the guidelines for acceptable courtroom dress. 

Appropriate (c/) Attire Includes: Prohibited (8) Attire Includes: 

* Men's business suit and tie 
Women's pantsuit or dress suit 
Dress pants and dress shirt with 

tie or blouse, with blazer orjacket 
Dress with blazer or jacket 

* Skirt and blouse, with blazer 
or jacket 

Dress shoes, women's pumps 

Island shirts and dresses 
Jeans or shorts 
Leggings 
Extremely short dresses 
See-through blouses 
Halter Tops 
Midriffs 
Athletic shoes, zoris or thong slippers 

Supreme Court law clerks and personnel from the Clerkof Court's Office must also adhere to 

he dress code. Persons unable to comply with this Order because of medical reasons are hereby 

xcused. 
-4. 

SO ORDERED this I I - day of July, 2000. 

Chief Justice/ 

Justice 



IN THE SUPREME COURT 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

) GENERAL ORDER NO. 2000-200 
IN RE THE MATTER OF ) 

CITATION TO LOCAL CASE LAW. 
j 
) ORDER 
) 
1 

WHEREAS, it has been the experience of the Court that many attorneys in this 

Commonwealth fail to include citations to local case law in their legal memoranda; and 

WHEREAS, cases of the Commonwealth Supreme and Superior Courts are now readily 

sccessible in a searchable database on CD-ROM available through the Commonwealth Law 

Revision Commission; 

NOW, THEREFORE, effective September 2000, all attorneys practicing before the 

2ommonwealth Supreme Court are put on notice that all briefs and other legal memoranda filed with 

:he Court must contain citations to local cases, wherever relevant. Failure to cite to a local case that 

s binding authority for a legal proposition advanced by counsel may result in the imposition of 

janctions on counsel. 

6 DATED this ( day of August, 2000. 



FlLE 
CLERK Of COURT 

LNA SUPREME COURT 

BYj 
CLERK 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN RE THE MATTER OF THE ) GENERAL ORDER NO. 2000-300 

HOURS OF THE OFFICE OF ) 
THE CLERK OF COURT. ORDER 

) 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that effective Tuesday, September 19,2000, the hours of the 

Office of the Clerk of Court, Commonwealth Supreme Court, shall be fiom 8:00 a.m. to 12:OO p.m. 

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. All matters to be filed with the Clerk's Office shall be filed during these 

hours. This is a standing order, applicable to all causes and proceedings before this Court, unless a 

different time for filing is ordered in a particular matter. 

44 
DATED this E d a y  of September, 2000. 

u, 
MGUEL S. DEWAN, Chief Justice 



FILED 
CLERK OF COURT 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN RE THE MATTER OF THE ) GENERAL ORDER NO. 2000-400 

PROPERLY BINDING PAPERS ) 
AND PLEADINGS. 1 ORDER 

1 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that effective Monday, September 25,2000, all papers or 

pleadings to be filed with the Office of the Clerk of Court, Commonwealth Supreme Court, in 

excess of 25 pages, including attachments or exhibits, shall be properly bound prior to filing. 

Proper binding includes heavy-duty staples or plastic spiral binding combs. 

tL 
DATED this x d a y  of September, 2000. 

?- 
MIGUEL S .  D E M A P ~ ,  Chief Justice 











IN THE 

SUPREME COURT 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN RE 
ELECTRONIC FILING AND SERVICE 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 2006-302 

Effective June 21, 2006, the Commonwealth Supreme Court will implement 

electronic filing and service of documents. Attorneys shall file with the Clerk of Court of 

the Supreme Court all pleadings and other documents using the LexisNexis CourtLink 

eFile service. Counsel should refer to the electronic filing rules, which are available at 

www.cnrnilaw.org 

82 Parties who are not represented by an attorney are also required to file 

electronically. The Clerk of Court will be available to assist pro se litigants in filing 

electronically if necessary. 

The LexisNexis CourtLink web site, http://www.lexisnexis.com/fileandserve, 

provides information regarding computer requirements, fees, service of documents, and 

training opportunities. 

/ / 

I 



& 
SO ORDERED this day of May, 2006. 

t. 

MIGUEL S. DEMAPAN 
Chief Justice 

Associate Justice Associate Justice 



IN THE  
SUPREME COURT  

OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

 
 

_________________________________________________ 
IN RE: 

COMMONWEALTH RULES 
FOR ELECTRONIC FILING AND SERVICES 
_________________________________________________ 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 2006-301 
 
 

ORDER 
 
 

¶1 On January 12, 2006, the Commonwealth Rules for Electronic Filing and Services 

were made permanent and binding by order of the Supreme Court after being submitted to 

the Fourteenth Northern Mariana Islands Legislature for approval. 

¶2 Pursuant to Rule 8, “[t]hese rules shall become effective on the date to be set by the 

Commonwealth Supreme Court.”   

¶3 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that the Commonwealth Rules for Electronic Filing and 

Service shall become effective on April 21, 2006, and electronic filing and service of legal 

documents shall be implemented in three phases: 

1. Beginning April 24, 2006, all Civil Actions in the Commonwealth 

Superior Court involving claims, negligence, personal injury, tort, and 

wrongful death, along with selected high volume civil cases shall be 

filed electronically; 



2. Beginning June 24, 2006 all new non-domestic civil cases in the 

Commonwealth Superior Court shall be filed electronically; and 

3. Beginning August 24, 2006, all domestic civil cases in the 

Commonwealth Superior Court shall be filed electronically. 

¶4 Later phases will be implemented by further order of the court, and will include Supreme 

Court cases and criminal cases. 

  

SO ORDERED this 27th day of March, 2006.  

 

/S/___________________________________________ 
MIGUEL S. DEMAPAN 

Chief Justice 
 
 

/S/_________________________________                 /S/______________________________ 
ALEXANDRO C. CASTRO                                    JOHN A. MANGLONA 

 Associate Justice            Associate Justice 
 



C rd ti? 1 
t) I> 9 E 1\11 E C 0 Li ;; 

BATE: I./Z.og f :0o 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA 

IN RE: 
COMMONWEALTH RULES 

FOR ELECTRONIC FILING AND SERVICES 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 2006-300 

ORDER 

71 On October 28,2005, the proposed Commomvealth Rules for Electronic FilingandSewices 

were submitted to the Fourteenth Northern Mariana Islands Legislature for approval. Sixty (60) days 

have elapsed since submission and neither house of the Legislature has disapproved of the proposed 

Rules. 

72 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the attached Commonwealth Rules for Electronic Filingand 

Services are now permanent Rules pursuant to Article IV, 5 9 of the Constitution of the Northern 

Mariana Islands. 
Y\? 

SO ORDERED this \% day of January, 2006. 



IN THE 
SUPREME COURT 

OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MANANA ISLANDS 

Beginning 

IN RE: 
SLIP OPINION FORMAT 

SUPREME COURT NO. 2007-ADM-0013-MSC 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

June 22, 2007, each opinion issued by this Court shall be designated 

"SLIP OPINION until certified for publication. Slip opinions cany full precedential 

force and effect, but are subject to modification or revocation by this Court. 

Modification of slip opinions shall not require notice or published modification orders, 

although either may be used at the Court's discretion. Revocation of slip opinions shall 

occur only though published revocation orders, with notice to parties. Slip opinions shall 

be available through the Commonwealth Law Revision, and, to the extent possible, any 

modification to slip opinions shall be expeditiously transmitted to the Commonwealth 

Law Revision. However, the official copy of all slip opinions, and all modification or 

revocation orders, shall remain at all times with the Clerk of the Supreme Court. When 

citing a slip opinion, the citation must include the designation "slip opinion" and the date 

filed. 

The Clerk of the Supreme Court shall certify an opinion as "For Publication" and 

transmit it to the Commonwealth Law Revision for inclusion in the Reporter thirty days 

after issuing the mandate, or at such time the Court determines. If there exists any 



discrepancy between slip opinions and opinions designated "For Publication," the latter 

controls. After an opinion has been designated "For Publication," a modification order 

shall be required for any non-clerical change, and such modification order shall appear 

with the opinion or the opinion shall note it was changed due to a modification order. 

SO ORDERED this 22nd day of June, 2007 

MIGUEL S. DEMAPAN 
Chief Justice 

ALEXANDRO C. CASTRO 
Associate Justice 

JOHN A. MANGLONA 
Associate Justice 
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